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Trustees and Treasurer of the Public Li-




FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 15, 1898I lwuw l
WITH THE
Vital Statistics for 1897, as Prepared by the
Town Clerk.
DOVER, N. H.
CHASE AND KENNARD, PRINTERS,
1898.

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Durham, in the
County of Strafford, in said State, qualified to vote
in Town affairs :
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town hall in
said Durham, on Tuesday, the eighth day of March,
eighteen hundred ninety-eight, at ten o,clock in the fore-
noon, to act upon the following subjects :
i. To choose a Town Clerk for the ensuing year.
2. To choose three Selectmen for the ensuing year.
3. To choose one or more Road Agents for the en-
suing year.
4. To choose Auditors, Town Treasurer, Collector of
Taxes and all other necessary Town officers for the ensu-
ing year.
5. To see if the town will vote to allow a discount on
taxes paid on or before July 1st and how much.
6. To see what sum of money the town will vote to
raise to pay the necessary town charges.
7. To see what sum of money the town will vote to
raise for the repairs of highways.
8. To see what sum of money the town will vote to
raise and appropriate to pay incidental library charges for
the ensuing year.
9. To see if the town will vote to purchase a stone
roller to be used on the highways and to raise a sum of
money not exceeding seventy-five dollars and appropriate
it for the same agreeable to a petition signed by Samuel
Runlett, Sr., and nine others.
io, To see if the town will vote to purchase suitable
fire apparatus for extinguishing fires and make necessary
appropriation therefor, agreeable to a petition signed by
Albert Demeritt, Lucien Thompson, Daniel Chesley and
fifteen others.
1 1 . To transact any other business that may legally
come before the meeting.
Given under our hands and seal this nineteenth day of
February in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and ninety -eight.
J.
REPORT OF SELECTMEN.
Expenses left over from preceding board :
MISCELLANEOUS.
PaidE. A. Marston, Joy bridge.... $4 33
E. A. Marston, road account.. 1 50
E. F. Doe, labor on highway. 4 90
D. A. Stevens, snow bill 6 00
S. Runlett, Jr., snow bill 565
C. E. Hayes, sundries 1096
T. W. Eovering, services as
fish and game warden 1 2 00
J. H. Smart, care of hall 4 00
J. W. Stevens, care of tramps 12 75
Strafford National Bank, note 1,000 00
W. S. Meserve, due from
Woodman legacy 2080
J. W. Burnham, 1% cords of
wood 550
Edward E. Dame, abatement 2 67
GENERAL EXPENSES.
Paid S. Runlett, Jr., salary as road
agent $50 00





Paid Samuel Runlett, Jr., repairs $1146
SNOW BILLS.
PaidA. W. Griffiths $33 00
George Fowler 37
E. J. Andrews 1 50
M. H. Mathes 29 58
$6445
Total bills left from 1896 $1,27597
BILLS FOR 1897.
MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES.
PaidD. A. Woodman, interest on
Woodman note $60 00
J. N. Young, police at Jack-
son fire 250
George E. Varney, use of fire
apparatus at Jackson fire— 35 00
G. H. Sawyer, rope used at
Jackson fire 230
J. W. Burnham, team used at
Jackson fire 600
M. E. Willey, care Simpson
cemetery 3 00
J. W. Burnham, water up to
Feb. 15, 1898 5000
G. H. Whitcher, labor, Wood-
man cemetery 4 80
Scales & Quimby, printing.... 6 75
Geo. J. Foster & Co., printing 2 00
7
Paid J. H. Scott, care Griffiths cem-
etery $3 oo
J. N. Young, care of tramps.. 4 00
C. G. Hull, labor 2 00
C. H. Pettee, survey and plan
of new road 3 00
GENERAL EXPENSES.
Paid George P. Emerson, services,
road agent $65 00
A. E. Meserve, services, road
agent 45 00
H. S. Tuttle, services, road
agent 32 00
J. W. Burnham, sendees,
selectman 40 00
G. H. Whitcher, sendees,
selectman 40 00
C. E. Hoitt, services, select-
man 40 00
F. E. Jenkins, services, treas-
urer 40 00
G. D. Stevens, services, clerk 45 00
J. N. Young, services, police 25 00
C. S. Eaugley, services, treas-
urer school district 1 o 00
C. S. Langley, services, school
board 50 00
C. E. Hayes, sundries 2 55





Paid Frank Jones $i 76
Harriet Dame 1 18
Geo. H. Mathes 3 54
$648
DOG DAMAGE.
PaidS. P. Chesley, four sheep $1200
HIGHWAYS.
Paid A. E. Meserve, road agent.... $525 00
Geo. P. Emerson, road agent 980 98
H. S. Tuttle, road agent 315 21
$1,821 19
SNOW BILLS.
PaidH. S. Tuttle, road agent $121 87
Geo. P. Emerson, road agent 377 74




PaidMary E. Smith, books $225 00
Mary E. Smith, incidentals... 100 00
$325 00
SCHOOLS.
PaidC. S. Langley, treasurer $2,15000
STATE TAX.
Paid Solon A.Carter $1,37500
9
COUNTY TAX.
Paid George D. Nowell $1,922 80
AUDITORS.
PaidS. P. Chesley $2 00
E. A. Marston 2 00
#4 00
NEW HIGHWAY.
A petition was received by the selectmen asking for a
new road from near residence of William Bell to Newmar-
ket line near residence of Fred Bassett.
The board examined the proposed route and heard the
interested parties and had a survey and plan made.
After hearing all the evidence it was voted to lay out the
road. The selectmen believe that this road will afford a
considerable number of our citizens important advantages
and are of the opinion that the expense will not be great
as the land damages will be light. In regard to these
damages we wish to say that William Bell and Fred Bas-
sett waive all right to damage in consideration of an
agreement by the town to build a suitable fence along the
line. S. C. Kimball asks for damages and the same have
been awarded. The full information as to this road and






ROAD AGENTS' REPORT, 1897-8.
George P. Emerson, Road Agent, in account with town
of Durham , for receipts as follows :
RECEIPTS.
1897, June 5, received order No. 17.
July 2, received order No. 22.
Sept. 1 1, received order No. 29.
Oct. 29, received order No. 30.
Dec. 1, received order No. 35.
1898, Jan. 12, received order No. 38.
Feb. 14, received order No. 59.
Feb. 15, received order No. 69.
Dr.
1 1
Paid Samuel J . Jones $21 00
Reuben Ransom 2 25
H. A. Smith, gravel 5 70
C. L. Jenness, dynamite 2 87
Stephen P. Chesley, laborand gravel 28 00
Harold M. Runlett, labor 1425
Belle S. Mathes, labor 31 50
George G. Hoitt, labor 36 20
John B. York 7 50
Abial Young 1 50
Mattis Hanson 3 25
Lucien Thompson 49 00
Patsy Connor 27 50
Allie S. Davis 3 00
Samuel Jones, Jr 5 62
J. S. Abbott, sharpening drills 2 00
Geo. P. Emerson, 79^ days with
team 277 37
Clarence I . Smart 4 50
Mark H. Mathes 7 50
Wm. B. Langmaid 850
James T. O'Connor 6 00
Joseph Bunker 1 50
George Bunker 450
E. J. Andrews, labor and material 7 00
Samuel J . Jones 1 12
C. E. Hayes, dynamite and fuse... 10 04
John F. Trickey, labor 2 25
Nathaniel Jenkins, gravel 1 00
Albert DeMeritt, plank 3 64
John Smart, labor 1 50
George S. Merrill, labor 75
Alonzo Ransom , labor 23 40
Jas. W. Burnham, labor and team 124 50
George S. Caverno, labor and team 22 75
12
Paid Jabez H.Stevens, labor $15 25
Darius Stevens, labor r 00
George P. Emerson, labor 37 00
James W. Burnham, labor 42 17
John H. Griffin, pipe 10 20
L- B. Bunker, labor 9 25
Dover Pipe Co., pipe 7 20
George Caverno, labor , 1 50
Ira B. Hill 2 10
Loring Foss 9 00
Total expenditures $982 52
Total receipts 980 98
Balance due from town $1 54
SNOW BILLS, 1897-8.
1898, Feb. 15.
Paid Belle S. Mathes $ 12 10
Roy W. Mathes 70
Joseph E. York 38
J. R. Burnham 1 05
Robert C. Burnham 240
Richard K. Edgerly 75
John N. Young 75
Friend Pinkham 2 25
James M . Kent 3 00
Dudley P. Meader 375
Jacob C . Wentworth 6 00
Ned Gagner 5 25
C. P. Moriarty 2 95
John Follett 750
Charles H . Berry 225
Eli Edgerly 5 25
Fred M. Bunker 437
13
Paid Elmer C. Davis $300
Clarence E. Stevens 555
Millard Jones 1 00
Leon Jones 1 00
John Keniston 5 55
James W. Burnham 41 75
Frank E. Doe 1 65
W. S. Meserve 1 20
John H . Smart 1 50
Frank Fouchier 750
Albert DeMeritt 600
Wm. B. Langmaid 2 00
Mark H. Mathes 700
Hamilton Palmer 555
John W. Stevens 450
Darius Stevens 1 20
Roscoe C. Palmer 5 55
Mark E. Willey 525
Elmer L. Rand 442
Harry E. Rand 5 25
Henry Simpson 5 25
W. E. Colomy 450
Geo. A. Merrill 5 93
Frank P. Rand 3 75
J . Wilber Emerson 442
John R. Paige 4 75
W. D. Rand 1 87
Leslie L. Crouch 455
Ernest J . Meader 1 20
Eugene P Rundlett 150
Clarence I. Smart 15 50
Jabez H . Stevens 6 80
Lewis Cummings 450
Samuel Emerson 6 00
Charles E. Hall 300
14
Paid Stephen P. Chesley $18 oo
Charles H. Bunker 19 15
Mattis Hanson 5 55
Samuel Runlett, Jr 705
Charles Tuttle 60
Stanley L. Mathes 5 55
Harold M. Rundlett 1 50
True W. Covering 660
Samuel Jones 750
George W. Palmer 1 50
Augustus Cummings 6 00
Ira B. Hill 3 °°
George P. Emerson 21 00
Edward Langley 450
Harry J . Berry 75
David W. Watson 480
J. Langley 13 °o
Jacob Edgerly 1 05
Total snow bills $377 74





A. E. Meserve, Road Agent, in account with town of
Durham, for receipts as follows : 4
RECEIPTS.
Dr.
1897, July 3, received order No. 19... $ 25 00
July 3, received order No. 20... 200 00
Sept. 13, received order No. 31... 150 00
Sept. 30, received order No. 28... 50 00
Feb. 14, received order 100 00
EXPENDITURES.
Cr.
By expenditures as follows :
1897, June 23.
PaidW. E. Coloniy, labor $ 4 50
Albert DeMeritt, labor 21 00
Edward Farrell, labor 8 25
Wm. Guptill, labor 4 50
Eugene DeMeritt, labor 8 25
Mattis Hanson, blacksmith 12 52
David Stevens, labor 1040
Hamilton Palmer, labor 1 50
W. G. Britt, 28 feet of pipe 3 36
Frank A Stevens, labor 16 50
Felippe Fricaggo, labor 9 00
George A. Merrill, labor 62 68
John Stevens, labor 15 00
John H. Griffin, dynamite 1 63
Eli Edgerly , labor 2475
True W. Eovering, labor 24 50
James W. Buzzell, labor 3 00
B. &M. R. R., ties 8 00
$525 00
i6
Paid Henry Simpson, labor $ 3 00
E. T. Emerson, labor and gravel.. 20 85
Winthrop S. Meserve, labor 86 10
Darius Stevens, labor 28 40
John Kenniston, labor 10 50
Wm. Davidson, labor 4 5°
George Amazeen, labor 28 50
Edgar Stevens, labor n 25
Oleo Italian, labor 4 5°
Moses G. Woodman, labor 15 50
Edwin F. Farrell 3 °°
A. E. Meserve, labor 64 00
A. E. Meserve, pipe 4 42
Total' expenditures $5 2 3
86
Total amount received 5 2 5 °°





Herbert S. Tuttle, Road Agent, in account with the
town of Durham :
RECEIPTS.
Dr.
1897, July 1, received S150 00
Sept. 8, received 100 00
Oct. 23. received 5000
1898, Feb. 15, received 15 21
Total receipts S3 1 5 21
EXPENDITURES.
Cr.
By expenditures as follows :
Paid Griffiths Brothers, labor 5 11 25
Leonard Philbrick, labor 6 00
Peter McKoue, labor 1 50
Austin Doeg, labor 6 00
George Dame, gravel and labor— 14 90
Elmer J. Smart, gravel 1380
Eben Davis, labor 1 50
2 25Chas. G. Morse, labor
Joseph Bascom, labor 13 50
Eben F. Doe, labor 3 00
David A. Stevens, labor 13 50
Chas. A. Sullivan, labor 2 62
Roscoe S. Otis, labor 21 50
Daniel Sullivan , labor 300
Patsey Moriarty, labor 600
Michael Moriarty, labor 7 50
A. J. Snow, labor 10 50
Mary A. Francis, gravel 4 40
W. E. Fernald, labor 3 50
D. I. Woodman, team and gravel 9 40
i8
Cr
Paidjohn H. Scott, labor $13 12
Mrs. J. 0. Dame, labor 1 50
H. F. Fogg, labor 3 50
Andrew Bell, labor 7 37
Forest K. Dame, labor 12 75
H. H. Dame, labor 25 00
D. A. Woodman, labor 1 50
James W. Burnham, bridge plank 3 48
H. S. Tuttle, labor 12 00
H. S. Tuttle, labor 59 50
H. S. Tuttle, labor 6 00
Andrew Bell, labor 262
Will A. Tuttle, labor 2 25
R. S. Otis, labor 1 50
Patsey Moriarty, labor . 1 50
Daniel Sullivan, labor 2 25
Michael Moriarty 1 50
Chas. A. Sullivan 2 25
SNOW BILDS.
PaidWill A. Tuttle $5 60
Andrew Bell 2 35
Hiram Gove 45
Hilliard F. Fogg 52
Albert W. Corson 3 75
Frank Corson 5 65
Prim Bascom 45
Griffiths Bros 600
George E. Dame 6 15
Mrs. J . O. Dame 3 15
E. F. Davis 1 80
Austin Doeg 2 25
53 J 5 21
19
Cr
PaidE H. Glidden $120
John H. Scott
2 20
F. K. Dame 1 80
H. H. Dame 1 80
Peter McKone 3 3°
Michael Moriarty 1 5°
Morse & Haydock 1 5°
Daniel I. Woodman 5 20
E- D. Pariseau 2 85
Wm. E. Fernald 2 55
Andrew Francis 4 5°
David A. Stevens 4 95
E. F. Doe 2 40
Patsey Moriarty 1
80
Roscoe S. Otis, team and man 7 95
Chas. W. Perkins 3°
Daniel Sullivan , self and two men . . 675
Leonard Philbrick 3 1 5
Asa Chase 1 80
Daniel A. Woodman 4 5°
Joseph Emerson 3 °°
A. J. Snow 3 75
Andrew J. Glidden 1 20




We the undersigned certify that we have examined the
foregoing accounts of the Road Agents and
find the same





TO CASH RECEIPTS AS FOLLOWS :
Dr.
Cash on hand Feb. 15, 1S97 $90854
M. H. Mathes, collector on
list of 1893 $3 91
List of 1893 interest 1 57
$5 43
List of 1 894 $7 00
7 00
List of 1895 $291 16
1 895 interest 64 53
355 69
List of 1896 $1,12558
1 896 interest 7681
1,202 39
i,57o 56
W. M. Jenkins, collector on
list of 1897 $5,998 iS
List of 1897 interest 20 59
6,018 77
B. & A. dividends, in trust for G. F. T. A. 104 00
George D. Stevens, dog licenses 94 25
21
George D. Stevens, pool table license $ 9 00
State Treasurer, railroad tax $537 23
savings bank tax 897 05
literary fund 97 34
i,53i 62
Woodman legacy (trust fund) 500
E. A. Marston, balance road money 1895 n 35
Rent of town store 75 00
Rent of town wharves 3 00
$10,331 09
BY CASH PAYMENTS AS FOLLOWS:
Cr.










Aid at Jackson fire, Dec. 12, 1897... $45 80
Care of tramps 16 75
Care of cemeteries 1080
Water services 50 00
Interest on Woodman note to Dec.
14, 1897 6000
Note at Strafford National Bank.... 1,000 00




Road account $1,832 65
Snow bills 591 26
State tax 1,37500
County tax 1,922 80
Library 325 00
Woodman legacy (trust fund) to library 20 80
Abatements 9 15
Cash in treasury 293 59
$10,331 09
Available funds Feb. 15, 1897:
Cash in treasury $293 59









We, the undersigned Auditors of the town of Dur-
ham, certify that we have carefully examined the fore-
going accounts of the Town Treasurer and find them





TRUST FUND HELD BY THE TOWN OF
DURHAM.
The Anna M. Woodman and the Sarah E. Griffiths
legacies are both invested in the Strafford Savings Bank
and are each of $300, as per book No. 22,499. The
L<ydia Simpson trust fund is of $100, and is invested in
the same bank as per book No. A, 6088; this fund is to
be kept separate from all other trust funds, and a separate
account to be made of the same, in a suitable book pro-
cured for that purpose. The George Ffrost legacy fund
consists of 13 shares of the capital stock of the Boston
& Albany railroad, par value $1,300.00; the dividends
are received by the Treasurer each quarter and are
placed to the credit of the George Ffrost Temperance
Association, subject to their order.
FINANCIAL, STATEMENT.
WOODMAN LEGACY.
Principal Jan. 1, 1897 $30000
Balance of interest on hand and due
the library Feb. 15, 1897 $20 80
Interest received to Jan. 1, 1897 5 00
25 80
Paid W. S. Meserve, balance due
library $20 80
Geo. H. Whitcher, care of ceme-
tery, 1897 480
25 60
Balance in Treasurer's hands Feb. 15, 1897— $ 20
24
GRIFFITHS LEGACY.
Principal and interest Jan. i, 1897 $33406
Due the town, care of cemetery, 1897.. $3 00
SIMPSON LEGACY.
Principal deposited Feb. 15, 1897 $10000
Due the town, care of cemetery, 1897.. $3 00
GEORGE FFROST TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION.
Dividends received and due the G. F. T. A.




The trustees of the Durham Public Library submit
the following annual report for the year ending Feb. 15,
1898:
At the meeting held March 20, 1897, the same officers
were elected as in 1894-95-96.
During the year, two hundred and sixty-five books
and magazines have been presented to the library,
six have been purchased by the Durham Library As-
sociation, and two hundred and thirty purchased
with the town appropriation, making the total number
of books now in the library fifty-six hundred and twen-
ty, not counting pamphlets, and an increase during the
year of five hundred and one books. The average cir-
culation is about two hundred per week. Some extra
shelving has been furnished at the expense of the Dur-
ham Library Association.
During the past year Miss Mary E. Smith has donated
sixty books and six magazines, and her nephew, Mr.
Hamilton Smith, two hundred dollars' worth of books,
judiciously selected by the librarian, and in behalf of
the public the trustees would gratefully acknowledge
their generosity.
As the library was insured for three years when the
insurance was last paid there is no charge for insurance
this year, and the running expenses thereby reduced to
one hundred dollars.
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The selectmen have inserted in the warrant for the
annual town meeting to be held March 8, 1898, the fol-
lowing article :
' ' To see what sum of money the town will vote to
raise and appropriate to pay incidental library charges
for the ensuing year."
Under the contract between the town of Durham and
the Durham Library Association, signed March, 1893,
(see contract printed in the annual town report, 1893,)
the town contracted to appropriate annually for books
two hundred and twenty-five dollars, and pay the neces-
sary running expenses, etc. Previous to this year the
amount necessary to be raised has been estimated by
the committee appointed in town meeting to recommend
the amount to be raised to pay necessary town charges,
and the amount thus raised has covered the library ac-
count. In town meeting, under the warrant posted by
the selectmen, you are asked to determine the amount
to be raised for library purposes. In order to inform
the public as to the average cost of running the library
for the past five years the following facts and figures are
given :
Two hundred and twenty-five dollars are annually ex-
pended for books, and this amount is fixed under the con-
tract. The amount expended for running expenses is
not a fixed sum, but whatever the expenses actually
are.





or an average of $106 70 per year, not including insur-
ance, with an extra expense of about $105 once in three
years (in the future) for insurance. As there is no in-
2 7
surance to be placed this year doubtless one hundred
and twenty-five dollars would pay the running expenses
for the coming year, provided the trustees are so fortu-
nate as to retain the valuable services of the present li-
brarian at the nominal salary paid her, which each year
is returned to the library in a generous donation of
books.
The library has been managed with economy in the
past and we trust will continue to receive the same con-
sideration in the future.





LIBRARY EXPENSE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR
ENDING FEB. 15, 1898.
Received of Town of Durham $10600
Paid Janitor $16 75
Re-binding books 7 44
Coal 11 81
Express on books 4 80
Kerosene 95
Stationery 5 00
Two brushes 1 25
Salary of Librarian 5200
$100 00
BOOK ACCOUNT.
Cash on hand Feb. 15, 1897 $ 53
Received of Town of Durham .... 225 00
Received from fines 22 45
$247 98
EXPENDITURES.
Paid DeWolfe, Fiske & Co. $16220
W. B. Clarke & Co 61 11
Henry T. Thomas 2 00
Magazines 22 45
$247 76





Library Expense Account $100 oo
Library Book Account 247 45
Cash on hand Feb. 15, 1897 53
$347 98
EXPENDITURES.
Library Expense Account $10000
Library Book Account 247 76
$347 76
Cash on hand 22
$347 98
Mary E. Smith,
Treasurer Durham Public Library.
We hereby certify that the accounts of the treasurer







Bartlett, Albert H., Haverhill, Mass. .
Birney, William, Washington, D. C. . .
Bunker, Miss Eva D
Burbank, A. L., Plymouth, Mass ....
Chesley, Daniel
Clarke. Wm. C. (Mayor) Manchester, N.
Coe, Miss Alice M
Davis, Walter C
Dover Public Library
Experiment Station, N. H
Friend,
Gallinger, Senator J. H
Hayes, J. S., Somerville, Mass
Kansas College of A.& M. A
Langdon Library, Newington
McCormick Reaper Co




Smith, Miss Mary E
state Library, N! H
State of New Hampshire
Students, N. H. College
Thompson, Lucien
Whittier, J. H., Rochester, N.H
Wilson, P. A., Nahaut, Mass
Miscellaneous
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
To the Inhabitants of the School District of Durham,
N. H., qualified to vote in District affairs :
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town hall, in
said district, on the twelfth day of March, 1898, at two
o'clock in the afternoon, to act upon the following sub-
jects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the ensuing year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a member of the Board of Education
for the ensuing three years.
4 To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To see what sum of money the district will vote to
to raise, in addition to that required by law, for the sup-
port of public schools.
6. To see if the district will vote to use the check-list
at the next school meeting.
7. To choose Auditors and Agents as the voters ma}
T
judge necessary, for managing the affairs of the district.
8. To see if the district will vote to establish, provide
room for and appropriate money to maintain an Inter-
mediate school in Durham village.
9. To transact any other business that may legally
come before said meeting.









Taken as a whole it may be truthfully said that the
public schools in Durham are in very satisfactory condi-
tion, substantial progress having been made both in the
efficiency of teachers and in the average standing of
scholars.
The success of schools depends, first of all upon the
support and co-operation of parents, secondly, upon the
efficiency of teachers, and thirdly, upon the school facil-
ities, such as text books, maps, length of school, etc.
Under the first head it must be said that there is room
for improvement, great damage both to schools as a
whole and greater to individual scholars is done by
allowing prejudice, against a teacher, or against the
Board of Education or against a text book or system of
penmanship or any other fundamental part of the school,
to influence the action or words of parents. Children
are quick to observe and quick to act, and if once the
notion is acquired that a given teacher is not approved
of at home the fact soon shows itself at school. Parents
must remember that it is easy to offer a lame or false
reason for taking their children out of school, but in so
doing they are teaching their children to he deceitful,
and in later years they may have occasion to repent in
sackcloth and ashes when it is too late. The greatest
injustice that has been thoughtlessly done in this town
is that of continually asserting that the schools in the
village are unusually rough and boisterous; the facts do
33
not bear out the assertion, and those who maintain that
this is so have either seen little of schools outside of
Durham or else are poor observers. I should recom-
mend all who think our play grounds the scene of exces-
sive roughness on the part of scholars to visit the schools
in any of our cities or large villages, Manchester,
Nashua, Portsmouth, or in fact any city, and stand for
a short time and carefully observe the recess and then if
not convinced let them see the schools after the noon or
night dismissal. It is not a fact that scholars in Dur-
ham are more boisterous than in other places, and I
wish to correct the impression so frequently made by
the oftimes thoughtless statements of those who ought
to uphold rather than injure our public schools.
With the second factor, namely, efficiency of teachers,
the board of education is responsible. If a teacher is
incompetent, or has survived her usefulness in a given
school, the board is at fault if she is not replaced.
During the past three years this view of the case has
been fully concurred in and when a teacher has been
found wanting she has been given a reasonable time in
which to correct faults, failing in this, she has been re-
placed. Personal likes or dislikes have not ruled, and
so far as our judgment has been correct the interests of
the school have been placed ahead of the interest of any
individual. If a teacher has been successful she has
been retained as long as. possible but it must be remem-
bered that the salary which we can pay is not sufficient
to retain the best teachers for any considerable time.
The third factor, under consideration has been in the
mind of the board constantly. All of the school houses
have been repaired or improved during the three year so
that today all are in excellent condition, excepting only
the interior of the village school house, which, owing to
34
lack of appropriation sufficient, has not been renovated;
this, however should be done at once.
The Mast Road school house has been most thorough-
ly repaired, including new blackboards, new stove,
modern desks and new plastering. In all the schools
the supply of books has been kept up to the standard.
In the matter of writing the board after careful con-
sideration adopted the vertical system and after two and
one-half year trial it has more than met the expectations
of all. I am fully convinced that more progress is made
in one year with the vertical system, so far as legibility
is concerned, than in two years with the slanting writ-
ing.
One thought more, and this concerning future devel-
opment. We have, growing up to school years, now
about fifty children, who within the next four years will
apply for admission ; the past year has witnessed the
arrival of eighteen future American citizens, fifteen of
whom are within the village school district, at this rate
the time will soon come when greater schoolroom capac-
ity will be imperative. At present, however and proba-
bly for a year to come the present arrangements are
adequate, though better work could be done if the
primary school could be divided into a primary and an
intermediate grade. It is time to consider the matter
though immediate action may not seem wise. It re-
mains a fact however that with the present school rooms
anything like satisfactory grading cannot be accom-
plished and we must wait for another room and another
teacher before the best results can be obtained.
G. H. Whitcher,




Spring Term—Grace T. Foss.
Fall Term—Ina Doe, Sarah Pettee, Ralph Bunker,
A. Leon Jones, Charles Jones, Charles M. Tuttle.
Winter Term—Joseph R. Burnham, Esther Burnham,
Ina Doe, Marion Doe, Clara W. Hanson, May E. Stev-
ens, Herbert Seavey, Arthur Teeri, Charles M. Tuttle.
VILLAGE PRIMARY.
Spring Term—Blanche Bunker, Esther Burnham,
Polly Burnham, Alexander Foucher, Joseph Foucher,
Leon Jones, Irving Stevens.
Fall Term—Mary Burnham, Blanche Bunker, Cecil
Colomy, Jennie Hanson, Charles Morrison, Sarah Run-
lett, Helen Stevens, John Stevens, Bessie Willey, Eliza
Willey.
Winter Term—Mary Burnham, Charles Morrison,
Ralph Robinson.
packer's ealls.
Spring Term—Prim Bascom, Cynthia Corson, Sadie
Corson, Robert Francis, Winnie Francis, Bertie Phil-
brick.
Winter Term—Abbie W. Francis, Robert A. Francis.
point school.
Spring Term—Marion T. Kent, George W. Kent.
Fall Term—Iva Cummings, Marion Kent, Laura
Rand, Dora Campbell, George Kent, Henry Mathes,
George Rand.
Winter Term.—Addie Cummings, Mary Cummings,
Sadie Cummings, Mertie Cummings, Marion Kent,
Joseph Dowling, George Kent, George Rand.
36
MAST ROAD.
Spring Term—Millie Comings, Katherine DeMeritte,
Margaret DeMeritte, Mamie Chesley.
Fall Term—Millie M. Comings, Katherine DeMeritte,
Margaret DeMeritte, Stephen DeMeritte.
Winter Term—Millie M. Comings, Elton Chamber-
lain.
There would have been a much longer list in all the























•p.iijog jooips ^Q s?l8!A
— — O — — O CI — O — — O i-* ^ O


















O OO OO IO OS CO
IC ^* OI t^—
t~ -** r-- t^ oo oo i-wiw2
•A*i|<ii?.iSoaf) ni *ox Ol ~* I








TREASURER OF SCHOOL BOARD.
The treasurer presents the following report for the year
ending Feb. 15, 1898:
There was a vote taken at the school meeting to raise
money for repairs on the village school house. Necessary
repairs were made and money used for same.
There have been thirty-two weeks of schooling in all the
schools except at Packer's Falls, which had thirty-three,
as there was one week due them from last year.
The year's expenses have been met, leaving a balance
due the schools of $167.50.
RECEIPTS.
Cash on hand $102 00
Amount raised by law $ 1 , 375 00
Money raised in school meeting— 750 00
Literary fund 97 34
Dog licenses 82 25









Fuel 1 63 93
Repairs 115 31
Enumerating children 1 2 00
Miscellaneous 49 73
Total expenses for years 1897-8.... $2,270 09
Cash on hand in school treasury... $ 12 91
Cash due school treasurer 154 59
$167 50
Expenditures in Detail $2,437 59
TEACHERS.
VILLAGE GRAMMAR.
Spring, L,aura K. Kimpton, 11 weeks.. $11000
Fall, Gertrude Mae Grant, 11 weeks no 00
Winter, Gertrude Mae Grant, 10 weeks 100 00
$320 00
VILLAGE PRIMARY.
Spring, Dora W. Meserve, n weeks... $11000
Fall, Mildred J. Hill, 11 weeks no 00
Winter, Mildred J. Hill, 10 weeks 100 00
packer's falls.
Spring, Annie R. L,ang, 12 weeks $108 00
Fall, Mary Comings, n weeks 9900





Spring, Jennie M. Young, n weeks... $77 00
Fall, Carrie Comings, ir weeks 7700
Winter, Carrie Comings, 10 weeks 70 00
point school.
Spring, E. Mabel Clarke, 11 weeks.... $9900
Fall, Sarah E. Tasker, 11 weeks-. •• 99 00
Winter, Sarah E. Tasker, 10 weeks-... 9000
BOOK SUPPLIES.
Werner & Co. $8 00
Ginn & Co 83
American Book Co 1 3 44
Werner & Co 1 92
Ginn & Co. 34 25
G. S. Perry 79 83
I_each Shewell & Sanborn 1050
Boston School Supply Co 3 80
C. L. Jenness 150
Silver Burdett Co 1 80
Hattie S. Watson, care of books 15 00
JANITORS.
VILLAGE.
Spring, James Stevens $3300
Fall
, James Stevens 33 00







Harrie E. Rand $24 00
$24 00
packer's falls.




Jennie M. Young— 2 50




Alvin Jackson, coal $128 84
Alvin Jackson , coal 13 34
F.J. Bunker, wood for Village 550
Harrie E. Rand, wood for Point 3 25
Charles Chapman, wood for Packer's
Falls 5 00
J. Langley & Sons, one cord pine and
one cord hard wood 8 00
$163 93
REPAIRS.
Frank Corson, painting on village
school house $18 30
Elmer Fogg, painting village school
house ir 25
42
Robert Parker, painting village school
house $15 75
Joseph York, mason work 31 67
Cyrus G. Hull, labor 3 00
F. E. Doe, labor 1 50
Converse & Hammond, lime 3 00
Henry Simpson, labor 1 05
Walter S. Edgerly, paint and hardware 19 45
WalterS. Edgerly, glass 2 22
J. B. Folsom, glass 2 92
Harrie E. Rand, labor on Point .school
house 2 40
Leighton & Meader, repairing organ... 2 00




T. W. Schooumaker $12 00
$12 00
MISCELLANEOUS.
James Stevens, express on books $2 65
James Stevens, express 4 12
Grace Stevens, express 375
Albert Stevens, sawing wood 1 50
Edson C. Eastman, order books 1 56
Susan Corson, cleaning Packer's Falls
school house 200
Mrs. William Cate, cleaning Mast
Road school house 200
John H. Berry, sawing wood, village 1 00
Mrs. Sarah Chase, cleaning village
43
school house $ 5 °°
Franklin Publishing Co., one Primary
Language Study J 5 °°
Sarah E. Tasker, school supplies 3 00
C. S. Langley, putting on storm win-
dows at village 1 00
C. I. Smart, bringing lime from Dover 5Q
Annie M. Rand, cleaning Point school
house windows 25
Addie and Mary Cummings, cleaning
Point school house 70
Harrie E. Rand, sawing wood 1 00
Laura K. Kimpton, eight yards cotton
flannel 1 20
C. L. Jenness, hardware 1 50
C. S. Langley, postage 200
$49 73
Charles S. Langley,
Treasurer of School Board.
Durham, N. H., Feb. 15, 1898.
We, the undersigned, certify that we have examined
the foregoing accounts of the treasurer of the Board of
Education and find them correctly cast and all pay-






Registered in the Town of Durham
For the Year Ending December
31, J897.
GEO. D. STEVENS, Town Clerk.



























Marl.ind . . .
Ivy Bell . . .























Teacher . . . ,
Farmer . . .
Farmer . . . ,
Teacher . . . ,
Farmer . . . ,
Laborer . . . ,
Agriculturalist
Chemist . . . .
Laborer . . . ,
Laborer . . . .
Farmer . . . .
Bookkeeper . ,




























Port Caledonia C. B.
Durham
Auburn, N. Y . .
Dover
P. E. Island . . .
Randolph, Mass .








































FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC. 31, 1897.
Names of Parents.
Horace--Rebacca
J. B.-Sarah
J. B.-Sarah
S.-Ma'ilda
A.-Susan .
W.-Charlott >.
J.-Elizabeth
Birthplace of
Parents.
Strafford-Barrington
Durham-Durham . .
Durham-Durham
P.E.Isl'nd-P.E.lsl'nd
Durham—Durham
New Durham
Occupation.
Merchant.
Laborer ,
Laborer. ,
Laborer .
Farmer .
*-l .



